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it home to the Germans that they were not expected to
enjoy themselves. But local Nazi functionaries pressed
Berlin not to interfere with the amusement of the people.
"The Gauleiters must be responsible for the morale of
the German people/' was one of the orders which Berlin
issued. And the Gauleiters were quite prepared to let
people drink and dance rather than hear the reports of
the Gestapo about what they said when they were sober.
What had the agents of the Gestapo to report? After
the inflation mania passed, that is after there was really
nothing to buy any more, they found people preparing for
all eventualities. What eventualities?
" If we should not win the war. ..."
That was going too far. In a Vienna cafe, where the
possibility of Germany losing the war was being discussed,
a telephone call by the frightened cafe-owner quickly
brought the police in. Twenty-four people were arrested
on the spot, those who spoke about the war and those who
were likely to have heard them.
That was at the Cafe "Rebhuhn", but around the
corner, at the Cafe "Europe", six uniformed Nazis were
discussing the same subject, louder and more frankly.
Nobody interfered with them. "I'd rather lose the war
than make peace now," was the verdict of the man with
the loudest voice in the party.
"Peace ..." For many weeks after the conclusion of
the Polish war, "peace" was the topic of conversation
everywhere. Hitler's big peace speech, received with
ridicule and derision everywhere else in the world, made
the deepest impression on the German people.
"He wants peace. . . ." The percentage of those
who were not firmly convinced, after listening to this
speech, that Hitler was struggling for peace was very
small.